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Mr. Lionel Oscar Barton

FEB 11, 1942 - APR 16, 2024

L ionel Oscar Barton, who parlayed his mathematical skills into a successful
career as a Geophysicist at Chevron, USA, and into an exciting hobby as a
world-class player of contract bridge, passed into eternity on April 16, 2024, at a
hospital in Houston, Texas, after a valiant fight against the ravages of kidney disease.

Oscar, as he was known to family and many friends, was born in the village of Buxton, Guyana, to
the late Inez Barton (née Taylor) and Lyndon O’Dowd Barton. Owing to the early death of his
mother, the nurturance of Oscar, his older sister, Olive, and his younger brother, Winston, was
provided by their stepmother, Mary (“Sister Mary”) Barton (née Cromwell). Oscar also credited
his older brother, Lyndon Barton, with guiding him, especially during his teenage years.

Oscar took the crucial Scholarship (or 11+) exam at Arundel Congregational School in Buxton, and
his scores merited a P.P.P. Government Exhibition that enabled him to enter the prestigious
Queen’s College in 1953. His power and competitive spirit were quickly evident in the classroom
and on the playing fields. In the former, his specialty was Mathematics and Physics and, by the
time he reached Upper 6th Modern (b) in his last year at Q.C., he was the top student in his form.
In the latter, his modest triumphs on our cricket field in Thomas Lands were likely overshadowed
by his play for the Buxton cricket team, to which he was recruited on occasion by its captain, who
happened to be his older brother. In a recent conversation, Lyndon insisted that, while he really
needed Oscar’s prowess on the team, he was careful to offer a quiet space in between innings for
him to do his homework!

In 1960, Oscar took the University of the West Indies Open Scholarship examination, and a few
months later he sat for his GCE “A” levels. His performance on these exams was so outstanding
that the Government of Jamaica took the unprecedented step of awarding him, a Guyanese, a
Jamaica Government Exhibition to study Natural Sciences at UWI in Mona, Jamaica! (Years later a
theory of this event emerged, according to which there were 7 Open Scholarships to be awarded
and, on merit, students from Guyana could have won 5 or 6 of them. The larger governments of
Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica and Trinidad & Tobago agreed that such an outcome would not sit
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well politically. To solve the dilemma, they increased the number of Opens to 9, and awarded 5 of
them to students from Guyana and 4 to students from Barbados. The 6th deserving Guyanese
was none other than Oscar Barton and, as part of this multilateral bargain, the Government of
Jamaica agreed to award him the Exhibition. Few, if any, of the principals in this event are with us
today to confirm or deny this attractive theory.)

Oscar’s activities at UWI were even more diverse than they were in high school. There was the
requisite amount of study (because those Open Scholarships and Exhibitions came with a few
performance clauses), and there was his emergence as a skilled volleyball player. However, it was
his career as a leading dancer in the University’s Dance Troupe that caused much wonder, and
some bemusement, among those of us who knew him as a robust athlete hitting sixes and
bowling fast-medium bouncers in Thomas Lands. It was a delight to see Oscar on stage tripping a
light fantastic in disciplines ranging from traditional Jamaican folk dance to what we were told
was a synthesis of traditional African ritual with modern and classical ballet. Further, according to
one of his UWI contemporaries, Jacquey Gordon, when Oscar exchanged the stage for the dance
floor at our campus fétes, he dazzled the young women with his graceful cha-cha-cha! At such
times, our delight became tinged with envy and many of us resolved to up our game, even if only
within this sphere of recreational dance, as a way of remaining relevant.

After graduating with his B.Sc. degree from UWI in 1963, Oscar taught at Manning’s School,
Savanna-la-Mar, one of the oldest high schools in Jamaica. After about 4 years at Manning’s, Oscar
emigrated to the USA, where he worked for more than a quarter century in the geological
research labs at Chevron. As was the case for many in those years, Oscar learned computer
programming mainly through on-the-job training at Chevron. He also played first division soccer
for Chevron’s soccer team in Houston.

In parallel with this professional growth, Oscar was developing a stunning reputation within the
world of contract bridge. He and a range of partners, such as, Dwight Galley, Mae Clark, Harold
Bickham, Gloria Chrisler and Reggie Chapman, played in tournaments and exhibitions around
the USA and abroad, most sponsored by the American Bridge Association and some by its older
and much larger counterpart, the American Contract Bridge League. Errol Grant, a boyhood
friend who competed occasionally with Oscar in tournaments, explained that bridge scoring
follows a complex set of rules reflecting the level of individual and team play, as well as the level
of the competition; and “points” accumulate across a player’s lifetime. He was first-ranked in the
nation for many years but due to getting older, a decrease in traveling and reducing his play to
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only two bridge tournaments per year - he ultimately dropped in rank. This perhaps explains the
apparent precision in Tanya Rodich’s announcement of the sad news to the bridge community
(on bridgewinners.com, 4/19/24): “Mr. Barton was second-ranked in the American Bridge
Association at 42,384.34 Association points (just ahead of his protégé Mrs. Mae Clark and behind
Reginald C Chapman). Mr. Barton was also a Life Master in the ACBL and a member of District
16's unit 174 in Houston.” As hinted by Ms. Rodich, Oscar served as teacher and mentor to many in
the ABA community. Indeed, he achieved Grand Life Master status and was a past president of
the ABA, which memorialized him in the “Lionel Barton KO Competition” at the Juneteenth
Sectional Tournament in New Orleans, June 25-28, 2019. Interestingly, while Oscar’s
achievements in bridge derived from the technical skills he developed as a student and
professional, it is this extra-curricular success of “Lionel Barton”, not his scientific work, that is
amply documented and celebrated in the digital archives of, e.g., the New York Times (which ran
a bridge column until 2015), Bridge World, and bridgewinners.com.

Upon his retiring from Chevron, Oscar and his wife, Olive Barton (née McPherson), entered
perhaps the most challenging and rewarding phase of their lives. In 1997, they began the
construction of Lovett Place, an assisted living/senior care home in Houston, and they operated
the facility continuously since welcoming its first resident in 1998.

Oscar leaves behind his loving wife of almost 40 years, Olive; their two children, Lana Barton and
Omar (Shaisley) Barton, and two grandsons; his siblings, Lyndon (Olive) Barton, Olive Best (née
Barton), Constance Benjamin (née Barton), Glenfield Barton and Fitzherbert Fraser Barton; and
his many cousins and friends. He was predeceased by siblings, Winston Barton, Joan Otto (née
Barton), Richard Barton and Lloyd Oswald Barton. Oscar was a vibrant presence in the lives of
many and he will be sorely missed.

Written by Ewart Thomas (Q.C., 1953-1960)
Stanford, California
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Mabrie Memorial Mortuary shared the funeral program for Mr. Lionel Oscar Barton.

May 4 at 11:08 AM

Brenda B Kelly posted:

Thank you to his family for sharing him with his bridge family. Although, | was a much lower player, it
was a very great honor to play against him. Brenda Brown Kelly

May 5 at 10:26 AM

Ann Mccalla sent a virtual gift in honor of Lionel.

Sending you and family my prayers,love and blessings.

May 4 at 11:40 AM

Lionel Cave posted:

Dear Olive and the Barton family, heartfelt condolences on the passing of Oscar, such an intelligent
and fun loving person, he will be sorely missed. May he rest in peace and rise in glory. Phyllis and
Lionel Cave

May 3 at 5:43 PM

Ferris Jackson sent a Sweet Sincerity to the Barton family.

May 3 at 2:00 PM

Annmarie Rowe posted:

Dear Olive and the Barton family, my deepest condolences - | remember Oscar as a bright, fun,
giving and loving person and this is such a great loss. This is not an easy time, but God will walk
beside you and your family through the darkness and lead you to peace. Please know that | am
praying for you during this difficult time. Annmarie

May 3 at 11:02 AM

PAGE 7 OF 19
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Vinnel Vincent & Family sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Barton family.

May 3 at 9:52 AM

Marilyn (Dawn) Morgan lit a candle in honor of Lionel.

Dearest Clover and family Please accept our deepest condolences on the passing
of your beloved husband Oscar. He will be dearly missed. The Lord will not give you
more than you can bear. He will always be there for you and family. Contnue to trust
him.Your cousins Margaret, Joy, Marcia and Dawn

May 2 at 7:17 PM

Sherry Gannon (Black) sent a Medium Dish Garden to the Barton family.

May 2 at 4:50 PM

Sherry Gannon (Black) planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Lionel.

May 2 at 4:50 PM

Lana'S Pink & Green Line Sisters sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Barton
family.

May 2 at 11:43 AM

Fr: Orrett, Stephanie, Anya, Nick (FI) planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Lionel.

May 2 at 11:11 AM
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Fr: Orrett, Stephanie, Anya, Nick (Fl) sent a Serenity Wreath to the Barton family.

May 2 at 11:11 AM

Kord Gaynor posted:

Hi CloverPlease accept condolences on the passing of your dear husband Oscar.We take comfort in
the blessed hope of the soon coming resurrection.We'll understand it all in the near by and by.From :
Linnie & Minette

May 2 at 7:32 AM

Martin Gaynor posted:

My dearest Sister and family, please accept my sincerest condolences for the loss of your wonderful
husband. | pray that God will bring you and your family comfort, and provide the strength and
support you need as you navigate this difficult period. Our family will always keep you in our
prayers.Martin, aka, Wolsey

May 2 at 7:32 AM

Elsa Noble posted:

Oscar has been family through marriage, so | feel his loss greatly. | remember his infectious laugh,
his joy in family and his ability to put others are ease. Deepest condolences to Clover, their children
and grand-children. RIP. Sister Elsa, aka, Apple.

May 2 at 7:22 AM

Evelyn Gaynor posted:

While | have been physically apart from Clover over the years, we have been together in spirit. But at
this time of the loss of Oscar, we will be together in spirit as well as in body. The loss to the family is
great and | feel this loss too. But we cheerfully remember the essence of Oscar's being -- his love of
life, his sharing of life's joys, his captivating laughter and his thoughtfulness to others. His life has
been a blessing. RIP. Sister Evelyn, aka, Tit.

May 2 at 7:10 AM
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Joy James-Griffiths And Family posted:

With sadness we send our condolences to Olive and family. We pray that the Lord will embrace you
with His Comfort, Peace and Love. He said He is close to the broken-hearted. Oscar is resting in
God's loving care.Joy James-Griffiths and the Family

May 2 at 7:03 AM

R Bell posted:

Sincere condolences to the family. | am so very sorry for your loss. May God provide the necessary
peace and comfort to your family and friends during this difficult time. Please remember these words
of encouragement from the Bible: "Jesus plainly told her: | am the resurrection and the life. He that
exercises faith in me, even though he dies, will come to life.” —John 11:20-25.

May 2 at 6:20 AM

Shamile, Chris, And Sally Shuler sent a Divine Peace Bouquet to the Barton family.

May 1at 9:42 AM

Morgan James posted:

Dear Cousin Clover, Lana, and Omar, our deepest condolences to the Barton Family on the
bereavement of your beloved Oscar from the James Family, Boston, Massachusetts. By Morgan
James.

May 1at 9:11 AM

Jose Alanis sent a Full Of Love Bouquet to the Barton family.

April 30 at 4:12 PM
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Loren, Kandace & Boys sent an Emerald Garden Basket to the Barton family.

April 30 at 10:23 AM

Your Phamily Haddassah #77 sent a Crystal Cross Bouquet to the Barton family.

April 30 at 8:10 AM

El Katif Court #115 sent a Peaceful White Lilies Basket to the Barton family.

April 30 at 8:03 AM

Anonymous sent a Sentiments of Serenity Spray to the Barton family.

April 30 at 3:19 AM

From Joyce, Annmarie & Angella sent a Divine Peace Bouquet to the Barton family.

April 29 at 7:27 PM

Morgan J. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Lionel.

April 29 at 3:53 PM
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Leslie Singleton Gumbs posted:

My Sincere Condolences, Love and Support goes out to the entire Barton Family and Friends as well.
May Almighty God comfort your hearts and be your strength to guide you all through this trying time.
Blessings and Peace from Leslie Singleton-Gumbs and Family.

April 28 at 8:47 AM

@ Lloyd Mcpherson April 29 at 6:24 AM
Please accept my deepest and sincerest condolences for your family's loss. Sending you love

and support as you navigate this difficult time. I'm here for you, offering my support during
this period of mourning. The memories of someone as special as your husband Oscar will live
on forever. RIP OSCAR & Cuz Lloyd McPherson and family

Horace Neita posted:

The last time | saw Oscar was in 2004 on a visit to Houston. Physically he had changed but at heart
he was the person | first knew in the mid-60s, self-confident, generous and warm-hearted. These
were the characteristics he displayed as a young teacher of Physics and Math at Mannings School in
Sav-la-Mar, whether he was in the classroom, playing dominos after school or doing the dramatic
arts at the Sav-la-Mar Dance and Dramatic Troupe. These were the characteristics that made him the
person | remember and treasure. RIP.

April 27 at 4:22 PM

Janae Charter sent a Beautiful Heart Bouquet to the Barton family.

April 27 at 6:44 AM

Jean W. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Lionel.

April 24 at 5:17 PM
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Nena Jones & Family planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Lionel.

April 24 at 2:31PM

Nena Jones & Family sent an Arrive in Style to the Barton family.

April 24 at 2:31 PM

Ferris Jackson posted:

Oscar and | reconnected about 40 years ago soon after we had both made career changes. Coming
from the same high school, college and country, we had a lot to talk about. In addition, both our
wives were Jamaicans.Both Oscar and Olive have provided both me and my family friendship, advice
and support on many occasions. Oscar was very sociable, always spending time with my parents
whenever he attended our parties. Meeting Oscar for the first time, meant you would remember his
open, cheerful personality.About 20 years ago, Oscar underwent a life changing surgical operation
that would have slowed anyone down. Not him! Oscar's zest for life meant that he was not going to
give up on anything he was involved in. Oscar marshaled all his resources, sharing them generously
with his family, his friends and his business.Oscar was always smiling and always had a story to tell.
He stoically accepted his ailment and made hardly a mention of it or its effects when we talked. He
lived his life to the fullest.”Full every minute sixty seconds run”seems to have been his motto.Oscar
was very loyal and never held a grudge. He was very proud of his family. He shared his experiences
willingly and in a positive way to benefit others. | can't remember in our several conversations, his
attacking anyone’s personality.Oscar, | can speak for myself, and i am sure others would agree, that
you will be missed for what you have done and the person you were.

April 24 at 12:02 PM

Jean Williams posted:

Gone but will never be forgotten. My last physical interaction with Uncle Oscar for a couple of days
was October 2017 at Moon Palace, Jamaica. If you knew him, it would not surprise you that he was
the life of a party after a pre-wedding dinner for his niece Sheron Igbal. He insisted that we dance
conga line to a calypso song. It was fun always to be in his presence. At times it was serious fun. He
was partially instrumental in my coming to America to further my education and | am extremely
grateful to him. May my dear Uncle Oscar RIEP. Condolences to the Barton Family.

April 24 at 3:23 AM
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M R Yousuf posted:

Oscar and | met each other sometime in the 1990s. Since then, our main purpose to get together was
to explore all our favorite Pakistani restaurants around Houston and rank them according to how
spicy each was.Aga's , Savoy, Ashar's etc etc. We had 'em all. Not quite.....I had a few new ones that
we were planning...... Oh well.....I always marvelled at his Bridge prowess...... while he depended
upon some tax advice from me......I will miss him. M. R. Yousuf

April 23 at 1:07 PM

Louis And Laurel Browne posted:

Our condolences to Olive and the family. May God bring you peace and comfort.

April 23 at 12:02 PM

Ray Carnley planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Lionel.

April 23 at 9:22 AM

Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Barton family.

April 23 at 9:22 AM

Pearl’ Greene posted:

May the Good Lord grant you eternal peace and offer great comfort to your wife Olive, the kids and
grandkids. Your Cousin, Delight.

April 23 at 9:12 AM
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Laura Taylor sent a virtual gift in honor of Lionel.

My condolences to the Barton family and friends in the passing of your beloved
Oscar. May the Presence of God comfort you at this time. J\ J\ J4 Oscar May your
soul Rest in Eternal Peace. | will miss you. Thanks for the wonderful memories of
being in your presence.

April 23 at 6:52 AM

@ Neville Grainger April 23 at 8:48 AM
My sincerest condolences to the extended Barton family on the passing of their much beloved

Oscar. A life of true excellence has been taken from us. May his soul Rest In Peace. /), J\,
Kelly Killough sent a Crystal Cross Bouquet to the Barton family.

April 23 at 5:17 AM

Leslie R. planted a Memorial Tree in honor of Lionel.

April 23 at 3:34 AM

Latosha M Baker posted:

Sincere condolences to the family. | am so very sorry for your loss. May God provide the necessary
peace and comfort to your family and friends during this difficult time. Please remember these words
of encouragement from the Bible: “Jesus plainly told her: | am the resurrection and the life. He that
exercises faith in me, even though he dies, will come to life.” —John 11:20-25.

April 23 at 3:24 AM
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Ewart A Thomas posted:

Lionel Oscar Barton (1942-2024): Part lIAfter graduating with his B.Sc. degree from UWI in 1963,
Oscar taught at Manning’'s School, Savanna-la-Mar, one of the oldest high schools in Jamaica. After
about 4 years at Manning's, Oscar emigrated to the USA, where he worked for more than a quarter
century in the geological research labs at Chevron. As was the case for many in those years, Oscar
learnt computer programming mainly through on-the-job training at Chevron.In parallel with this
professional growth, Oscar was developing a stunning reputation within the world of contract bridge.
He and a range of partners, such as, Dwight Galley, Mae Clark, Harold Bickham, Gloria Chrisler and
Reggie Chapman, played in tournaments and exhibitions around the USA and abroad, most
sponsored by the American Bridge Association and some by its older and much larger counterpart,
the American Contract Bridge League. Errol Grant, a boyhood friend who competed occasionally with
Oscar in tournaments, explained that bridge scoring follows a complex set of rules reflecting the level
of individual and team play, as well as the level of the competition; and “points” accumulate across a
player's lifetime. This perhaps explains the apparent precision in Tanya Rodich's announcement of
the sad news to the bridge community (on bridgewinners.com, 4/19/24): “Mr. Barton was second-
ranked in the American Bridge Association at 42,384.34 Association points (just ahead of his protégé
Mrs. Mae Clark and behind Reginald C Chapman). Mr. Barton was also a Life Master in the ACBL and
a member of District 16's unit 174 in Houston.” As hinted by Ms. Rodich, Oscar served as teacher and
mentor to many in the ABA community. Indeed, he achieved Grand Life Master status and was a past
president of the ABA, which memorialized him in the “Lionel Barton KO Competition" at the
Juneteenth Sectional Tournament in New Orleans, June 25-28, 2019. Interestingly, while Oscar's
achievements in bridge derived from the technical skills he developed as a student and professional,
it is this extra-curricular success of “Lionel Barton”, not his scientific work, that is amply documented
and celebrated in the digital archives of, e.g., the New York Times (which ran a bridge column until
2015), Bridge World, and bridgewinners.com.Upon his retiring from Chevron, Oscar and his wife,
Olive Barton (née McPherson), entered perhaps the most challenging and rewarding phase of their
lives. In 1997, they began the construction of Lovett Place, an assisted living/senior care home in
Houston, and they operated the facility continuously since welcoming its first resident in 1998.
However, in recent years, they gradually delegated management to their daughter, Lana Barton, as ill
health began taking its toll.Oscar leaves behind his loving wife of almost 40 years, Olive; their two
children, Lana Barton and Omar (Shaisley) Barton, and two grandsons; his siblings, Lyndon (Olive)
Barton, Olive Best (née Barton), Constance Benjamin (née Barton), Glenfield Barton and Fitzherbert
Fraser Barton; and his many cousins and friends. He was predeceased by siblings, Winston Barton,
Joan Otto (née Barton), Richard Barton and Lloyd Oswald Barton. Oscar was a vibrant presence in
the lives of many and he will be sorely missed.Ewart Thomas (Q.C., 1953-1960)Stanford, California

April 22 at 1:16 PM

W.Young April 22 at 5:53 PM
Mr Barton will be missed. God take care of this family | pray
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Ewart A Thomas posted:

Lionel Oscar Barton (1942-2024): Part ILionel Oscar Barton, who parlayed his mathematical skills into
a successful career as a Geophysicist at Chevron, USA, and into an exciting hobby as a world-class
player of contract bridge, passed into eternity on April 16, 2024, at a hospital in Houston, Texas, after
a valiant fight against the ravages of kidney disease.Oscar, as he was known to family and many
friends, was born in the village of Buxton, Guyana, to the late Inez Barton (née Taylor) and Lyndon
O'Dowd Barton. Owing to the early death of his mother, the nurturance of Oscar, his older sister,
Olive, and his younger brother, Winston, was provided by their stepmother, Mary (“Sister Mary")
Barton (née Cromwell). Oscar also credited his older brother, Lyndon Barton, with guiding him,
especially during his teenage years.Oscar took the crucial Scholarship (or 11+) exam at Arundel
Congregational School in Buxton, and his scores merited a P.P.P. Government Exhibition that enabled
him to enter the prestigious Queen's College in 1953. His power and competitive spirit were quickly
evident in the classroom and on the playing fields. In the former, his specialty was Mathematics and
Physics and, by the time he reached Upper 6th Modern (b) in his last year at Q.C., he was the top
student in his form. In the latter, his modest triumphs on our cricket field in Thomas Lands were likely
overshadowed by his play for the Buxton cricket team, to which he was recruited on occasion by its
captain, who happened to be his older brother. In a recent conversation, Lyndon insisted that, while
he really needed Oscar’s prowess on the team, he was careful to offer a quiet space in between
innings for him to do his homework!In 1960, Oscar took the University of the West Indies Open
Scholarship examination, and a few months later he sat for his GCE "A" levels. His performance on
these exams was so outstanding that the Government of Jamaica took the unprecedented step of
awarding him, a Guyanese, a Jamaica Government Exhibition to study Natural Sciences at UWI in
Mona, Jamaica! (Years later a theory of this event emerged, according to which there were 7 Open
Scholarships to be awarded and, on merit, students from Guyana could have won 5 or 6 of them. The
larger governments of Barbados, Guyana, Jamaica and Trinidad & Tobago agreed that such an
outcome would not sit well politically. To solve the dilemma, they increased the number of Opens to
9, and awarded 5 of them to students from Guyana and 4 to students from Barbados. The 6th
deserving Guyanese was none other than Oscar Barton and, as part of this multilateral bargain, the
Government of Jamaica agreed to award him the Exhibition. Few, if any, of the principals in this event
are with us today to confirm or deny this attractive theory.)Oscar's activities at UWI were even more
diverse than they were in high school. There was the requisite amount of study (because those Open
Scholarships and Exhibitions came with a few performance clauses), and there was his emergence
as a skilled volleyball player. However, it was his career as a leading dancer in the University's Dance
Troupe that caused much wonder, and some bemusement, among those of us who knew him as a
robust athlete hitting sixes and bowling fast-medium bouncers in Thomas Lands. It was a delight to
see Oscar on stage tripping a light fantastic in disciplines ranging from traditional Jamaican folk
dance to what we were told was a synthesis of traditional African ritual with modern and classical
ballet. Further, according to one of his UWI contemporaries, Jacquey Gordon, when Oscar
exchanged the stage for the dance floor at our campus fétes, he dazzled the young women with his
graceful cha-cha-cha! At such times, our delight became tinged with envy and many of us resolved
to up our game, even if only within this sphere of recreational dance, as a way of remaining relevant.
[To be continued in another post.]
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April 22 at 1:16 PM

@ Vinnel Vinent May 3 at 8:11 AM

To Olive and family, please accept our deepest condolences on this loss of your beloved
Oscar. May the Lord strengthens you during this time and May your precious memories be a
source of comfort. You are in our prayers. Vinnel Vincent family.

Anonymous sent a Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum to the Barton family. e

April 22 at 1:16 PM
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